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leading role in science and innovation, the 
key to economic success and human progress 
itself. Former Secretary of Labor Robert 
Reich states that due to the fact that ‘‘In-
equality has become worse, the danger to the 
economy and democracy had become worse.’’ 

The public debt will be one of the major 
challenges for United States politics in the 
near future. Facing it will have to lead to 
changes of American policies and its lead in 
world policy. Priorities have to be set and 
compromises have to be made. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. once said: ‘‘A nation that con-
tinues year after year to spend more money 
on military defense than on programs of so-
cial uplift is approaching spiritual death.’’ It 
is the responsibility of every U.S. citizen to 
prevent that in order to maintain the pros-
perity and values for which America stands. 
SOPHIA SEMAN, ESSEX HIGH SCHOOL (FINALIST) 
As our nation ages and evolves, the prob-

lems it faces become more complex. Some of 
the greatest challenges we face today are 
those of police brutality, a flawed natu-
ralization process, and the daunting cost of 
higher education. 

In the past few months, cities in the US 
have erupted in protests over police bru-
tality. Starting in Ferguson, marching feet 
have spread to New York and California. One 
solution to the spreading mistrust in law en-
forcement is the use of body cameras that 
would provide an account of each inter-
action. While many speculate that this 
would be an invasion of privacy, the depart-
ments that have tested these devices decided 
the benefits outweigh the risks. Rialto, CA 
has seen a ‘‘60 percent reduction in officer 
use of force incidents following camera de-
ployment’’ and an ‘‘88 percent reduction in 
number of citizen complaints’’. The federal 
government should issue categorical grants 
to any department that opts to implement 
the use of this technology. The cost to sup-
ply all the law enforcers with cameras may 
seem too high, but eventually, the money 
saved in lawsuits would counter the initial 
pay out. 

This year, college students returned to 
school with considerably lighter pockets, as 
state tuition climbed another 2.9 percent. 
While many politicians realize the need for a 
highly educated work force for the future 
economy, few are willing to throw their 
weight behind the necessary reforms to 
make it more affordable. If young adults are 
expected to pay their way through college, 
they must have viable options in student 
loans. Unfortunately, ‘‘private college loans 
are much cheaper than federal student loans 
now’’. It is the responsibility of our govern-
ment to help budding adults pay for higher 
education and mold themselves into con-
scientious citizens by lowering federal inter-
est rates on loans. 

The US has always been a nation of immi-
grants. However it is the unfortunate Amer-
ican tradition that the newest wave of immi-
grants is detested by those who have formed 
roots. Today it is the Latinos who face a 
wave of prejudice. As much as it pains some 
lawmakers to admit, we need the fresh faces 
and new ideas as much as these prospective 
citizens need refuge from the turmoil of 
their home country. It is time for a renova-
tion of the naturalization process. Because 
the US does not have an official language 
and many new citizens site English as ‘‘one 
of the biggest obstacles’’, the English por-
tion of the test should be eliminated. Ques-
tions pertaining to civil rights should be em-
phasized on the Civics Test, rather than su-
perfluous ones about history, as citizens 
should be more aware of their rights and re-
sponsibilities than the War of 1812. 

The most pressing issues facing the Union 
today are those of police brutality, rising 

college and university costs and the labyrin-
thine naturalization process. They demand 
quick, effective solutions, such as police- 
worn cameras, lowered interest rates on stu-
dent loans, and a revised naturalization 
test.∑ 
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REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED ON JANUARY 23, 1995, 
WITH RESPECT TO FOREIGN 
TERRORISTS WHO THREATEN TO 
DISRUPT THE MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE PROCESS—PM 2 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared with respect 
to foreign terrorists who threaten to 
disrupt the Middle East peace process 
is to continue in effect beyond January 
23, 2015. 

The crisis with respect to grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign ter-
rorists who threaten to disrupt the 
Middle East peace process that led to 
the declaration of a national emer-
gency on January 23, 1995, has not been 
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to 
engage in activities that have the pur-
pose or effect of threatening the Middle 
East peace process and that are hostile 
to United States interests in the re-
gion. Such actions continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States. 
Therefore, I have determined that it is 
necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to 
foreign terrorists who threaten to dis-
rupt the Middle East peace process and 
to maintain in force the sanctions 
against them to respond to this threat. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, January 21, 2015. 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–298. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 

law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Viral Hem-
orrhagic Septicemia; Interstate Movement 
and Import Restrictions on Certain Live 
Fish’’ (Docket No. APHIS–2007–0038) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on January 16, 2015; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–299. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Review Group, Farm 
Service Agency, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Marketing Assistance Loans, 
Loan Deficiency Payments, and Sugar 
Loans’’ (RIN0560–AI28) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on January 15, 2015; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–300. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Review Group, Farm 
Service Agency, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Nondiscrimination on the 
Basis of Age in Programs or Activities Re-
ceiving Federal Financial Assistance From 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture’’ 
(RIN0503–AA57) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on January 14, 2015; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–301. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Reserve Af-
fairs), transmitting, pursuant to law, the Na-
tional Guard Youth Challenge Program 2014 
annual report; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–302. A communication from the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to a real estate lease 
transaction; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–303. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management 
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Strategy, Plans, and Capabili-
ties), Department of Defense, received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on January 14, 
2015; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–304. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director, Senior Executive Management 
Office, Department of Defense, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (Logistics and Material Readi-
ness), Department of Defense, received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on January 14, 
2015; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–305. A communication from the Assist-
ant Director for Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Cuban Assets Con-
trol Regulations’’ (31 CFR Part 515) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Janu-
ary 15, 2015; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–306. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Russian 
Sanctions: Licensing Policy for the Crimea 
Region of Ukraine’’ (RIN0694–AG43) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Janu-
ary 15, 2015; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–307. A communication from the Under 
Secretary for Industry and Security, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a Foreign Policy Report on the impo-
sition of a license requirement on exports, 
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